<yo	you can't be too careful
James Whittaker with his pseudonyms and misrepresentation!
that she feared. And if he wanted to communicate with you
why should he resort to one of those Private Inquiry Agencies ?
Why should a Private Inquiry Agent come asking all sorts of
questions about the conduct of my school ? "
" Fve read advertisements somewhere. * Does it take all
that time shopping? Inquiries as to character. Missing
relatives traced*. D'you think perhaps this Mr Whittaker
is some sort of relation ? Maybe he wasn't thinking anything
about the school. Didn't mean any harm like. He'd just lost
me and wanted to find me."
** If he is a relation, then it is manifest your dear Mother
thought he was not the sort of relation that would do you any
good. This is all I wanted to ask you, Edward.*'
The scrutiny intensified.
" You did not communicate your whereabouts to this Mr
Whittaker—I believe that—and I would like you to give me
your promise on your word of honour that you will not do
anything of the sort. Except with my knowledge and
consent."
** I'd like to thank him for that lovely wreath, Sir. I think
my mother would have appreciated that wreath."
" I am not so sure, Edward. In this matter I ask you to be
guided by me. As your dear mother wished. I might perhaps
send him a message on your behalf."
It was plain to Edward Albert's cautious mind that the
less he committed himself to Mr Myame and the sooner
he found out what this Mr Whittaker was up to, the better.
" You know best, Sir," he said. " Of course if he goes about
pretending to be Colebrook and Mahogany, it certainly can't
be right . . ."
Mr Myame did not challenge the name of the firm.
Good!
4< I can rely on you, Edward ? "
" Certainly, Sir." And with that Edward Albert escaped
and wrote down the name of Colebrook and Mahogany there
and then on a scrap of oaper.
In many ways Buffin Burleybank had enlarged Edward

